Right to Information Act, 2005: FAQs
(1) How is the Right of Information Act used?
An applicant who desires to obtain any information under the RTI Act can make a request through the Web Portal to the Ministries/Departments of Government of India. On clicking at "Submit Request", the applicant has to fill the required details on the page that will appear.

(2) Salient Features of the Right to Information Act, 2005
· The Act extends to the whole of India except Jammu & Kashmir.
· It provides a very definite day for its commencement i.e. 120 days from enactment.
· It shall apply to Public Authorities.
· All citizens shall have the right to information, subject to provisions of the Act.

(3) What does right to information mean?
Right to Information empowers every citizen to seek any information from the Government, inspect any Government documents and seek certified photocopies thereof. Right to Information also empowers citizens to official inspect any Government work or to take the sample of material used in any work.

(4) Which article is right to information?
RTI or Right to Information Act is a fundamental right and is an aspect of Article 19 (1)(a) of the Indian Constitution. Right to Information replaced the Freedom of Information Act, 2002

(5) Who can file an RTI?
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Any citizen can ask for information under these laws. The Act extends to the whole of India      except the State of Jammu and Kashmir. OCI's (Overseas Citizens of India) and PIO's (Persons of Indian Origin) card holders can also ask for information under the RTI Act


(6) Who comes under RTI?
Under the provisions of RTI Act, any citizen of India may request information from a "public authority" (a body of Government or "instrumentality of State") which is required to reply expeditiously or within thirty days

(7) Who brought RTI in India?
On 15 June 2005, President APJ Abdul Kalam gave his assent to the national Right to Information Act 2005. With presidential assent, the Central Government and State Governments had 120 days to implement the provisions of the Bill in its entirety. The Act formally came into force on 12 October 2005.

(8) What is the aim and objectives of RTI Act?
The basic objective of the Right to Information Act is to empower the citizens, promote transparency and accountability in the working of the Public Authorities, contain corruption, and make our democracy work for the people in real sense

(9) What is the constitutional basis of right to information?
Thus, under Article 14, every citizen must have equal right to information. This provision guarantees the fundamental right to free speech and expression, which includes within it the right to access information. The pre -requisite for enjoying this right is knowledge and information

(10) On what grounds RTI can be rejected?
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer can reject the receipt of the request if the information demanded affects the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interests of the country.

(11) What information cannot be asked under RTI?
The disclosure of personal information, which has no relation to any public activity or interest and revelation of which can cause “unwarranted invasion” into the privacy of an individual, cannot be disclosed under the Right to Information (RTI) Act.

(12) What are the information which cannot be disclosed?
Information including commercial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual property, the disclosure of which would harm the competitive position of a third party, is exempted from disclosure under Section 8(1)(d) of RTI Act, unless the competent authority is satisfied that larger public interest warrants the disclosure 
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